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of the sacred body was also really present beside the
substance of the bread and wine, The ubiquity of Christ's
bod>% which this assumption postulated, an idea involving
considerable distress to human intelligence, was indeed
substituted by the concept of volipresence, which means
that God is everywhere present, where lie wills to be,
But Luther, untroubled by all these difficulties, held un-
flinchingly to the immediate experience of the sensuous
impression and preferred to assuage all the scruples of
human reason with explanations which were either absurd
or at the best quite unsatisfying.
It is hardly credible that it was merely the power of
tradition which determined Luther to cling to this dogma,
for he assuredly gave abundant proof of his ability to
throw aside traditional forms of belief. Indeed we should
not go far wrong in assuming that it was rather the actual
contact with the 'real' and material in the Communion,
end the feeling-significance of this contact for Luther him-
self, that prevailed over the evangelical principle, which
maintained that the word was the sole vehicle of grace
and not the ceremony. With Luther the word certainly
had redeeming power, but the partaking of the Communion
was also a transmitter of grace, This, I repeat, must
have been only an apparent concession to the institutions
of the Catholic Church; for in reality it was the acknow-
ledgmentj demanded by Luther's psychology, of the fact
of feeling, grounded upon the immediate sense-experience.
As against the Lutheran standpoint Zwingli represented
the purely symbolic conception. What really concerned
him was a 'spiritual' partaking of the body and blood of
Christ, This standpoint has the character of reason; it
is a conceptual attitude to the ceremony. It has the
merit that it offers no violence to the evangelical principle,
and at the same time it avoids all hypotheses that run
counter to reason, This conception, however, does little